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April och tystnad

Varen ligger ode.

Det sammetsmorka diket
kralar vid min sida

utan spegelbilder.

Det enda som lyser
ar gula blommor.

Jag bars i min skugga
som en fiol
1 sin svarta lada.

Det enda jag vill sdga
glimmar utan rackhall
som silvret

hos pantlénaren.

Tre strofer

I

Riddaren och hans fru
forstenade men lyckliga
pa ett flygande kistlock
utanfor tiden.

II

Jesus holl upp ett mynt
med Tiberius i profil
en profil utan karlek
makt i omlopp.

III

Ett rinnande svard
utpldnar minnena.

I marken rostar
trumpeter och gehang.

Tystnad

Ga forbi, de ar begravda...
Ett moln glider 6ver solskivan.

Svalten ar en hog byggnad
som flyttar sig om natten

i sovrummet Oppnar en hisstrummas
morka stav mot innanddmena.

Blommor i diket. Fanfar och tystnad.
Ga forbi, de ar begravda...

Bordssilvret Overlever i stora stim
pa stort djup dér Atlanten ar svart.

Landskap med solar

Solen glider fram bakom husvaggen
staller sig mitt i gatan

och andas pa oss

med sin roda blast.

Innsbruck jag méste ldmna dig.
Men i morgon

star glodande sol

i den halvdoda gra skogen

dar vi skall arbeta och leva.
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Transtromersinger (“Transtromer Settings”) (2009-10) was commissioned
by and dedicated to Carina Vinke, New European Ensemble and Christian
Karlsen. It was originally composed for voice and ensemble (consisting of
clarinet, bass clarinet, mandolin, guitar, violin, viola and violoncello) and later
set for voice and piano with the instrumental intermezzi left out.

The starting point for this work was poetry from Tomas Transtromer’s
Sorgegondolen “The Sorrow Gondola” which describes an author’s inability to
write. The title is derived from a piano piece by Franz Liszt called La lugubre
gondola, that was composed around the time of Richard Wagner’s passing and
funeral procession in the canals of Venice.

The harmonic backbone is based on the same pitch material as one of my
previous works for solo guitar, Arpalinea. Using the same instrumentation as
in Arnold Schonberg’s Serenade op. 24, the sound world is Italian and inspired
by Paganini’s Concertante-works, which included violin and viola along with
mandolin and guitar. Musically I wanted to bring out the lyric and dramatic
moods in these poems where you can picture the poetic content as a “music
drama without a stage”.

Transtromersinger has been widely performed on tour with the New Euro-
pean Ensemble in the autumn of 2010 in Sweden, and in Holland at Pulchri
Studio in The Hague and at White Crow Music Festival in Leiden.
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1. April och tystnad
Text: Tomas Transtromer (1996)
Musik: Benjamin Staern (2009/10)
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